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in favour of continuing to occupy the forward position,
which they considered necessary for carrying out the policy
now laid down, and for upholding British prestige. More-
over, General Maude felt that in the new circumstances, with-
drawal to Amara would effect no economy. Now that it had
been decided that, at any rate, there was no question of
withdrawal on the' Tigris, there were open to him two main
alternatives—to carry out an offensive on the Euphrates, or
to carry out an offensive on the Tigris. On the Euphrates
there were no formed bodies of the enemy within fifty miles
of General Brooking^ division at Nasiriyeh; it was unsuitable
as a line of advance upon Baghdad, and the only immediate
military objective was the small town of Samawah.,
which the enemy could use as a supply centre and
possibly as an advance base for an offensive. On
the Tigris, the immediate objective of an offensive must be
the enemy's field army. Defeat here would compel the
enemy to bring reinforcements from Persia to stem the British
advance towards Baghdad, and would allow General Saratov
an opportunity of once more advancing on the city, which
thus would again become the focus of Allied operations in
the Middle East. At the end of August, the Eussian Com-
mander in the Caucasus had foretold a renewal of the offensive
there—directed towards Mosul—and in Persia, and further
information of reinforcements being sent to General Baratov
now arrived.
The problem with which General Maude was faced on
the Tigris was an interesting one. Strategically he held the
advantage. The front on which the enemy could be brought
to battle extend-ed from the impassable Suwaikiyeh Marsh
along the front of Sannaiyat to the Tigris, along its left bank
to EJut, thence from a point on the right bank three miles
north east of Kut to the Hai, two miles below its exit from
the Tigris, and thence along the line of the Hat* Except
for certain Turkish posts (which could be reinforced only
by ferry from across the river) the right bank as far as the
Hai was clear of the enemy, so that the whole of the river
front on the left bank and the Turkish communications lay
open to attack tram the south. It seemed,, therefore, that
fry advancing westward along the right bank and clearing
it of ihe enemy, it would be possible to manoeuvre against
the flank of the Sannaiyat position and the enemy's rear and
conuniinicatioii'S. General Maude's communications, on the
* Vide Maps No. 3 and 4.

